


CONTENTS 

 

Introduction 

 

Maps 

 

Diary 

 

Conclusion 

 

Appendix 1 

 

Appendix 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







Various organizations have long existed which take an interest in the Third World; however, 

experience has shown that the best way of understanding the culture and life styles of people in 

other parts of the world is by getting to know them personally and visiting their homes. 

 

The foundation of the One World Link 

 

In October 1979, Frank Judd, a former Minister of State in the Foreign office, addressed a 

One World meeting in Leamington Spa, and his urgent plea was to take notice of the need for 

change in order to promote justice in the world. This led to the suggestion that a town or district 

link with an equivalently sized community in the Third World should be established and 

volunteers were asked to form a committee to investigate the possibilities. Throughout 1980 

various activities took place and research into existing Third World links was made. In fact only 2 

others in the country have survived (neither large scale) and only 2 out of 900 recorded twinning 

are known to have been with Third World countries. 

The criteria used for choosing an area were that it should: 

 

a) be within reasonable distance of the U.K 

b) have English as a main language 

c) match approximately in size and population 

d) have a low Gross Domestic Product per capital 

e) have some current contacts living there. 

 

The Bo Region of Sierra Leone was finally chosen on the recommendation of Michael Harris, the 

Overseas Director of OXFAM. 

 

 The next task was to seek approval from the local community and on October 24th 1980 

the One World Link between Warwick District and the Bo Region was launched in the presence 

of the High Commissioner of Sierra Leone and local dignitaries as well as doctors, teachers and 

other members of the community. 

 

Aims 

 

The aim of the OWL is to give a better mutual understanding of the hopes, fears and problems of 

the two vastly different communities. The understanding will be promoted by exchanging visits, 





















































themselves. Surely education is knowing how others live today and not knowing how 

some historical figure lived yesterday; it is seeing yourself as part of a whole and not as 

the centre of your own whole; it is wanting to and trying to learn and understand, not 

knowing it all already; it is listening and observing, not preaching and imposing; it is 

opening up, not shutting out; it is curiosity, modesty, awareness, involvement- it is all 

that far too many of us have by passed in our formal education. 

The role of women and children in this society is well defined, there is no apparent 

conflict: women cook, have children, work in the fields and sell their produce at the 

market. At most they take a few weeks off to bear children unless they are of the very 

few who have full-time salaried jobs in which case they have a few months off; I was told 

of a woman whom a priest visited in the morning to wish her well in her pregnancy and 

when he returned at lunch time he found her cooking with the baby in a blanket nearby 

because the husband was due home soon. Soon after the baby is born the mother returns 

to her normal chores carrying it on her back till it is old enough to stand; she then leaves 

it at home with relatives and when the child reaches the age of about 5, or earlier, it starts 

being useful- carrying water, cleaning, cooking, selling ground nuts, going to the market. 

The man has absolute and total power over his wife ( or wives) and children, they are 

there to serve him and please him: just as there is no such thing as romance or love as we 

know it between man and wife, so there is little fatherly love or attention for his children, 

and although all this may seem harsh and unjust it is a system that works, each has a 

definite place or role however arbitrarily assigned so that one has no right to be 

uncompromisingly critical of the system. Certainly I feel the role of the woman is 

humiliating and subservient, and I would like to see it change but, as with everything 

else, it is something that must come spontaneously from within the society and not 

something introduced from without. In the villages in particular a woman is seen as an 

item of property just like any other and the wealthier members of the community will 

have 6 or 7 wives who either take it in turns to cook for the man or else there is a head 

wife who cooks for the man and the others look after themselves and their own children. 

In case of Albert Lamin, for example, although he is on holiday at the moment and his 

wife still goes to work every day as a secretary, it is nevertheless expected on all sides 

that she should get up earlier in the morning so as to be able to prepare something for her 
























































































































































































































